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U.S. House, District 35
Open seat newly drawn in 2025 redistricting (Rep. Greg Casar is running in another district).

Carlos De La Cruz
REPUBLICAN ·  OPEN SEAT

Retired U.S. Air Force veteran and former kickboxing gym owner.

Johnny Garcia
DEMOCRAT ·  OPEN SEAT

Bexar County sheriff’s deputy and the office’s public information
officer.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ
No public position found.

JOHNNY GARCIA
No public position found.

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ

Says the U.S. cannot afford “to lose the AI race to communist
China”; backs crypto and blockchain under “clear, commonsense
rules” and bringing manufacturing back home.
[1] De La Cruz campaign: On the Issues

JOHNNY GARCIA

No public position found.

T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ

Pledges to “defend Social Security and Medicare.”
[1] De La Cruz campaign: On the Issues

JOHNNY GARCIA

Calls for protecting Social Security, Medicare and federal food
assistance, lowering prescription drug prices and ending tariffs.
[1] San Antonio Report: Johnny Garcia profile

L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ

No public position found.
JOHNNY GARCIA

No public position found.

T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ

No public position found.
JOHNNY GARCIA

No public position found.
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://www.carlosforcongress.com/mission
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.carlosforcongress.com/mission
https://sanantonioreport.org/congressional-district-35-midterm-election-johnny-garcia-profile/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says


I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ
Says “we welcome legal immigration, but we cannot allow
criminals and cartels to take advantage,” and wants more support
for Border Patrol.
[1] De La Cruz campaign: On the Issues

JOHNNY GARCIA
Supports giving Border Patrol needed resources but says current
enforcement is too broad: “They need to be going after the tough
criminals.” Wants immigration agents held to local-police
accountability standards.
[1] San Antonio Report: Johnny Garcia profile

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ

Pledges to “defend faith, family, and freedom.”
[1] De La Cruz campaign: On the Issues

JOHNNY GARCIA

No public position found.

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

CARLOS DE LA CRUZ
Would “roll back radical green regulations” and put Texans in
control of energy.
[1] De La Cruz campaign: On the Issues

JOHNNY GARCIA
No public position found.

Full guide and every race in Texas: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/texas/ · Take the Pope Leo voter pledge: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/
This guide does not endorse any candidate or party. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Positions are summarized from candidates’ own
statements, votes, and campaign materials, with sources linked. Published by Letters from Leo. Spot an error? Email cjh@christopherhale.com.
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.carlosforcongress.com/mission
https://sanantonioreport.org/congressional-district-35-midterm-election-johnny-garcia-profile/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.carlosforcongress.com/mission
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://www.carlosforcongress.com/mission

