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U.S. House, District 23
Open seat — Republican Tony Gonzales resigned in April 2026 and the seat is vacant.

Brandon Herrera
REPUBLICAN ·  OPEN SEAT

Social media content creator and owner of a small firearms
manufacturing company.

Katy Padilla Stout
DEMOCRAT ·  OPEN SEAT

Attorney for children in the foster care system and former teacher.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

BRANDON HERRERA
Will not support “sending billions to defend foreign borders while
our own remain open” and would vote to bring troops home from
Syria and Iraq.
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT
No public position found.

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

BRANDON HERRERA
No public position found.

KATY PADILLA STOUT
No AI position found; supports requiring paid parental leave funded
through unemployment insurance programs.
[1] Padilla Stout campaign: Issues

T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

BRANDON HERRERA

Opposes cuts to Social Security and Medicare benefits and would
expand Tricare for veterans.
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT

Supports expanding Medicare to all Americans or strengthening the
ACA, raising the minimum wage, and opposes billionaire tax cuts
while SNAP benefits for children are debated.
[1] Padilla Stout campaign: Issues

L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

BRANDON HERRERA
Says he is “committed to defending life at every stage”; would
oppose all government funding for abortion and sponsor the Infant
Born Alive Act.
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT
Says health decisions “should remain between a woman and her
doctor” and that “the government has no business” in them.
[1] Padilla Stout campaign: Issues
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://www.katyforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.katyforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.katyforcongress.com/issues/


T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

BRANDON HERRERA

No public position found.
KATY PADILLA STOUT

No public position found.

I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

BRANDON HERRERA

Would oppose spending bills lacking comprehensive border
security funding, reinstate “Remain in Mexico” and “end the abuse
of the asylum system.”
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT

Supports bipartisan action that secures the border and provides
“reasonable pathways to citizenship”; criticizes an “enforcement-
only policy.”
[1] Padilla Stout campaign: Issues

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

BRANDON HERRERA

Would sponsor legislation so education dollars follow students to
public, private or parochial schools, and defend parents’ right to
homeschool.
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT

No public position found.

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

BRANDON HERRERA

Says Big Bend’s terrain makes a physical border wall unnecessary
and commits to protecting the region’s wildlife, tourism and
landowners.
[1] Herrera campaign: Issues

KATY PADILLA STOUT

Supports rejoining the Paris Climate Accord and opposes a planned
border wall through the Big Bend region.
[1] Padilla Stout campaign: Issues
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.katyforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://brandonherreraforcongress.com/issues/
https://www.katyforcongress.com/issues/

