
2 0 2 6  C A T H O L I C  V O T E R  G U I D E  ·  M I N N E S O T A  ·  L E T T E R S  F R O M  L E O

U.S. House, District 2
Open seat (Rep. Angie Craig ran for U.S. Senate).

Matt Little
DEMOCRATIC-FARMER-LABOR ·  OPEN SEAT

Former state senator, two-term Lakeville mayor, and personal injury
lawyer.

Eric Pratt
REPUBLICAN ·  OPEN SEAT

Fourth-term state senator and top Republican on the Senate Finance
Committee.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

MATT LITTLE
No public position found.

ERIC PRATT
Calls Iran’s nuclear program a “clear and present danger” and says
of the conflict, “we have to finish this”; supports Israel as an ally
and is open to a negotiated two-state solution.
[1] Jewish Insider: Pratt interview

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

MATT LITTLE
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
No HF 600 (2017), Uniform State Labor Standards Act, preempting local
employment mandates on private employers

ERIC PRATT
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HF 600 (2017), Uniform State Labor Standards Act, preempting local
employment mandates on private employers

T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

MATT LITTLE

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes SF 1 (2017), temporary health insurance premium assistance and health
insurance changes (final repassage)

ERIC PRATT

Supported the 2025 reconciliation law, saying it averted a
“tremendous tax increase,” and backs Medicaid work or volunteer
requirements for able-bodied adults without children.
[1] KSTP: Pratt launches campaign

RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes SF 1 (2017), temporary health insurance premium assistance and health
insurance changes (final repassage)

L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

MATT LITTLE
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
No HF 809 (2017), limiting abortion funding from state-sponsored health
programs

ERIC PRATT
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HF 809 (2017), limiting abortion funding from state-sponsored health
programs
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/08/eric-pratt-minnesota-gop-congress-matt-little/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170420045.pdf#page=106
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170420045.pdf#page=106
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170420045.pdf#page=106
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170420045.pdf#page=106
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/2017012609.pdf#page=38
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/2017012609.pdf#page=38
https://kstp.com/?p=3724493
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/2017012609.pdf#page=38
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/2017012609.pdf#page=38
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170504049.pdf#page=19
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170504049.pdf#page=19
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170504049.pdf#page=19
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20170504049.pdf#page=19


T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

MATT LITTLE

No public position found.
ERIC PRATT

No public position found.

I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

MATT LITTLE

Would immediately reduce ICE funding to pre-Trump levels and
replace it with “a federal immigration agency that Americans can
trust and that obeys the law and Constitution.”
[1] Minnesota Reformer: Little wins DFL primary

ERIC PRATT

Pledges to “support law enforcement, including ICE,” and to “crack
down on fraud, abuse and the people who exploit the system.”
[1] Minnesota Reformer: Little wins DFL primary

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

MATT LITTLE

No public position found.
ERIC PRATT

No public position found.

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

MATT LITTLE

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
No HF 3759 (2018), authorizing construction and routing of the Line 3 oil
pipeline replacement

ERIC PRATT

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HF 3759 (2018), authorizing construction and routing of the Line 3 oil
pipeline replacement
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/matt-little-wins-dfl-primary-cd2-will-face-eric-pratt-general-election
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/matt-little-wins-dfl-primary-cd2-will-face-eric-pratt-general-election
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https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://www.senate.mn/journals/2017-2018/20180516098.pdf#page=268
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