2026 CATHOLIC VOTER GUIDE - MICHIGAN - LETTERS FROM LEO

U.S. House, District 8

First-term Democrat Kristen McDonald Rivet faces Republican Thomas J. Smith, who won the GOP primary despite having
suspended his campaign.

Kristen McDonald Rivet Thomas J. Smith

DEMOCRAT - INCUMBENT REPUBLICAN - CHALLENGER

U.S. Representative since 2025; former Michigan state senator and Retired General Motors engineer and salsa company owner; won the
Bay City commissioner. GOP primary after suspending his campaign in July.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WAR & PEACE

POPE LEO XIV Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
Voted for 2026 resolutions to end U.S. hostilities with Iran, calling No public position found.
it a “reckless and unstrategic war,” and voted for the Ukraine

Support Act (2026).

[1] McDonald Rivet: Statement on Iran war powers resolution

[2] House Roll Call 282 (2026): Iran war powers resolution

[3] House Roll Call 207 (2026): Ukraine Support Act

VOTING RECORD

Iran war powers resolutions, Mar.—Sept. 2026 (six House votes): Yes Mar.,
Apr., May, June, July, Sept.

Yes Ukraine Support Act (H.R. 2913), June 2026 — authorizes support for
Ukraine

Al & THE DIGNITY OF WORK

POPE LEO XIV “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,
2026

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
Urged the Trump administration to negotiate global Al rules with No public position found.
China that “protect people’s jobs, safety, and opportunities”; leads a

push to end tax breaks for data centers.

[1] McDonald Rivet: Al cooperation release

[2] McDonald Rivet: Data center tax breaks release

VOTING RECORD

Yes Protect America’s Workforce Act (H.R. 2550), Dec. 2025 — nullifies the
executive order ending union bargaining for many federal workers

Did not voteFaster Labor Contracts Act (H.R. 5408), June 2026 — sets
deadlines for reaching first union contracts
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-mcdonald-rivet-statement-successful-iran-war-powers-resolution
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026282
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202685
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026114
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026170
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026199
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026282
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026307
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/media/press-releases/ahead-china-summit-rep-mcdonald-rivet-urges-leaders-prioritize-ai-cooperation
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/media/press-releases/reps-mcdonald-rivet-davis-lead-new-push-stop-tax-giveaways-data-centers
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025332
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025332
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026216
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026216

THE POOR & THE SAFETY NET

POPE LEO XIV The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025
KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
Voted against the 2025 reconciliation law; introduced the No public position found.

Affordable Food and Energy Act of 2026 to reverse its SNAP and
heating-aid cuts. Supports a Medicare buy-in option.

[1] House Roll Call 190 (2025): One Big Beautiful Bill Act

[2] McDonald Rivet: Affordable Food and Energy Act release

[3] McDonald Rivet campaign: Healthcare

VOTING RECORD

No One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1), final passage July 2025 — tax cuts
with Medicaid and SNAP changes

Yes Breaking the Gridlock Act (H.R. 1834), Jan. 2026 — extends enhanced
ACA premium tax credits through 2028

LIFE OF THE UNBORN

POPE LEO X1V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
Voted against the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act No public position found.
(2025) and the Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and

Families Act (2026).

[1] House Roll Call 27 (2025): Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act

[2] House Roll Call 37 (2026): Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and
Families Act

VOTING RECORD

No Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 21), Jan. 2025 —
requires care for infants born alive after an attempted abortion

No Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and Families Act (H.R. 6945),
Jan. 2026 — lets states use TANF funds for pregnancy centers

THE DEATH PENALTY

POPE LEO X1V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
No public position found. No public position found.

IMMIGRANTS & REFUGEES

POPE LEO X1V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
Voted for the Laken Riley Act (2025), breaking with most No public position found.
Democrats, and against the 2026 Homeland Security appropriations

bill.

[1] House Roll Call 23 (2025): Laken Riley Act

[2] House Roll Call 87 (2026): DHS Appropriations Act, 2026

VOTING RECORD

Yes Laken Riley Act (S. 5), Jan. 2025 — requires detention of undocumented
immigrants charged with theft and certain crimes

Did not voteSecure America Act (S. 2), June 2026 — reconciliation funding for
ICE and Customs and Border Protection

Yes Haiti TPS bill (H.R. 1689), Apr. 2026 — requires temporary protected
status for Haitians
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https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-mcdonald-rivet-introduces-bill-make-food-and-energy-more-affordable
https://kristenmcdonaldrivet.com/priority/healthcare-we-can-afford/
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202611
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202611
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025027
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026037
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202527
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202527
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202637
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202637
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025023
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026087
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202523
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202523
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026120
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026120

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY & EDUCATION

POPE LEO XIV Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United
States, June 25, 2026

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH
No campaign statement found. See voting record below. No public position found.

VOTING RECORD
No One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1), July 2025 — created a federal tax
credit for donations to K-12 scholarship organizations

CARE FOR CREATION

POPE LEO XIV “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

KRISTEN MCDONALD RIVET THOMAS J. SMITH

Broke with most Democrats to vote to repeal California’s vehicle- No public position found.
emissions waivers, citing auto jobs; co-chairs the bipartisan

Congressional PFAS Task Force.

[1] McDonald Rivet: Statement on California EV mandate vote

[2] McDonald Rivet official site: Health

VOTING RECORD

Yes Resolution overturning EPA approval of California vehicle-emission rules

(H.J.Res. 87), Apr. 2025

No Homeowner Energy Freedom Act (H.R. 4758), Feb. 2026 — repeals

home-electrification rebates from the 2022 climate law

Full guide and every race in Michigan: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/michigan/ - Take the Pope Leo voter pledge: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/
This guide does not endorse any candidate or party. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Positions are summarized from candidates’ own
statements, votes, and campaign materials, with sources linked. Published by Letters from Leo. Spot an error? Email cjh@christopherhale.com.
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/media/press-releases/mcdonald-rivet-statement-voting-repeal-californias-ev-mandate
https://mcdonaldrivet.house.gov/issues/health
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025111
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025111
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202678
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202678

