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U.S. House, District 7
First-term Republican Tom Barrett faces Democrat William Lawrence, who won a three-way primary in August 2026.

Tom Barrett
REPUBLICAN ·  INCUMBENT

U.S. Representative since 2025; 22-year Army veteran and
helicopter pilot; former state legislator.

William Lawrence
DEMOCRAT ·  CHALLENGER

Lansing community organizer; Sunrise Movement co-founder and
founder of a Michigan tenant-rights coalition.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

TOM BARRETT
Voted against Iran war powers resolutions in March and April 2026,
then for them in May, June, July and September 2026. Voted
against the Ukraine Support Act (2026).
[1] House Roll Call 85 (2026): Iran war powers resolution
[2] House Roll Call 114 (2026): Iran war powers resolution
[3] House Roll Call 199 (2026): Iran war powers resolution
[4] House Roll Call 307 (2026): Iran war powers resolution
[5] House Roll Call 207 (2026): Ukraine Support Act

VOTING RECORD
Iran war powers resolutions, Mar.–Sept. 2026 (six House votes): Yes May,
June, July, Sept. · No Mar., Apr.
No Ukraine Support Act (H.R. 2913), June 2026 — authorizes support for
Ukraine

WILLIAM LAWRENCE
Calls for ending the Iran war and says “we must stop arming
Israel,” describing Gaza as a genocide; opposes what he calls
“endless war.”
[1] Lawrence campaign: Platform
[2] Michigan Public: Meet William Lawrence (July 2026)

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

TOM BARRETT

Introduced the AI Governance and Emerging Threats Act to create a
Cabinet-level AI threats office, saying “we are already seeing it
replace American jobs.” Voted against the Faster Labor Contracts
Act (2026).
[1] Barrett: AI legislation release
[2] House Roll Call 216 (2026): Faster Labor Contracts Act

VOTING RECORD
No Protect America’s Workforce Act (H.R. 2550), Dec. 2025 — nullifies the
executive order ending union bargaining for many federal workers
No Faster Labor Contracts Act (H.R. 5408), June 2026 — sets deadlines for
reaching first union contracts

WILLIAM LAWRENCE

Calls for regulating AI and a federal moratorium on new data
centers; supports the PRO Act to make unionizing easier.
[1] Lawrence campaign: Platform
[2] Michigan Public: Meet William Lawrence (July 2026)
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026085
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026114
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026199
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026307
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026170
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026199
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026282
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026307
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202685
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026114
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026207
https://wewill2026.com/platform/
https://www.michiganpublic.org/politics-government/2026-07-24/michigans-7th-district-democratic-primary-meet-candidate-william-lawrence
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://barrett.house.gov/media/press-releases/barrett-introduces-legislation-address-growing-threats-artificial-intelligence
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026216
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025332
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025332
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026216
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026216
https://wewill2026.com/platform/
https://www.michiganpublic.org/politics-government/2026-07-24/michigans-7th-district-democratic-primary-meet-candidate-william-lawrence


T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

TOM BARRETT
Voted for the 2025 reconciliation law (One Big Beautiful Bill Act),
which extended tax cuts and reduced projected Medicaid and SNAP
spending.
[1] House Roll Call 190 (2025): One Big Beautiful Bill Act

VOTING RECORD
Yes One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1), final passage July 2025 — tax cuts
with Medicaid and SNAP changes
No Breaking the Gridlock Act (H.R. 1834), Jan. 2026 — extends enhanced
ACA premium tax credits through 2028

WILLIAM LAWRENCE
Supports Medicare for All, a federal tenant bill of rights, “Housing
First” homelessness policy and a billionaire minimum tax; criticizes
Barrett’s vote for 2025 Medicaid cuts.
[1] Lawrence campaign: Platform

L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

TOM BARRETT

Voted for the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (2025)
and the Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and Families
Act (2026).
[1] House Roll Call 27 (2025): Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act
[2] House Roll Call 37 (2026): Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and
Families Act

VOTING RECORD
Yes Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 21), Jan. 2025 —
requires care for infants born alive after an attempted abortion
Yes Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Women and Families Act (H.R. 6945),
Jan. 2026 — lets states use TANF funds for pregnancy centers

WILLIAM LAWRENCE

No public position found.

T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

TOM BARRETT

No public position found.
WILLIAM LAWRENCE

No public position found.

I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

TOM BARRETT

Voted for the Laken Riley Act (2025) and the 2026 Homeland
Security appropriations bill.
[1] House Roll Call 23 (2025): Laken Riley Act
[2] House Roll Call 87 (2026): DHS Appropriations Act, 2026

VOTING RECORD
Yes Laken Riley Act (S. 5), Jan. 2025 — requires detention of undocumented
immigrants charged with theft and certain crimes
Yes Secure America Act (S. 2), June 2026 — reconciliation funding for ICE
and Customs and Border Protection
No Haiti TPS bill (H.R. 1689), Apr. 2026 — requires temporary protected
status for Haitians

WILLIAM LAWRENCE

Criticizes “masked unidentified agents in American cities,
kidnapping people” and says the government must “stop separating
families.”
[1] Michigan Public: Meet William Lawrence (July 2026)
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https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202611
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202611
https://wewill2026.com/platform/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025027
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026037
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202527
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202527
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202637
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202637
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025023
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026087
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202523
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202523
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026214
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026120
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026120
https://www.michiganpublic.org/politics-government/2026-07-24/michigans-7th-district-democratic-primary-meet-candidate-william-lawrence


R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

TOM BARRETT
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
VOTING RECORD
Yes One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1), July 2025 — created a federal tax
credit for donations to K–12 scholarship organizations

WILLIAM LAWRENCE
Platform calls for standing “strong for the principle of public
education at every level.” No stated position on vouchers or
conscience protections found.
[1] Lawrence campaign: Platform

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

TOM BARRETT

Supports expanding domestic energy production, refinery capacity
and pipelines, and pausing diesel exports to lower prices;
highlighted PFAS research with EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin.
[1] Barrett: Release with EPA Administrator Zeldin

VOTING RECORD
Yes Resolution overturning EPA approval of California vehicle-emission rules
(H.J.Res. 87), Apr. 2025
Yes Homeowner Energy Freedom Act (H.R. 4758), Feb. 2026 — repeals
home-electrification rebates from the 2022 climate law

WILLIAM LAWRENCE

Longtime climate activist who pledges federal investment to
“secure the climate,” adapt to climate change and lower electric
bills.
[1] Lawrence campaign: Platform
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025190
https://wewill2026.com/platform/
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://barrett.house.gov/media/press-releases/barrett-epa-administrator-zeldin-highlight-reliable-energy-environmental
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025111
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025111
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202678
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202678
https://wewill2026.com/platform/

