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U.S. House, District 6
Open seat (Andy Barr running for U.S. Senate).

Ralph Alvarado
REPUBLICAN ·  OPEN SEAT

Physician; former Kentucky state senator (2015–2023) and
Tennessee health commissioner.

Zach Dembo
DEMOCRAT ·  OPEN SEAT

Navy veteran; former teacher and federal prosecutor.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

RALPH ALVARADO
No public position found.

ZACH DEMBO
Supports aiding Ukraine and Taiwan and “deescalating this War of
Choice in Iran”; says Congress must have oversight before going to
war.
[1] Dembo campaign: Stop Endless Wars

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

RALPH ALVARADO
No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HB 1 (2017), right-to-work law barring union membership or fees as a
condition of employment

ZACH DEMBO
Wants AI child-safety safeguards, notice before workers are
replaced by AI and an industry-funded retraining fund; says “I’ll
fully support the PRO Act.”
[1] Dembo campaign: AI and data centers
[2] Dembo campaign: Rebuild the American Dream

T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

RALPH ALVARADO

Says he would work with Republicans and Democrats to fix health
care, lower costs, “increase transparency, and give patients more
control over their care”; no public position found on Medicaid or
the 2025 reconciliation law.
[1] Alvarado campaign site

RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HB 7 (2022), restrictions on public assistance and cash-benefit use; veto
override

ZACH DEMBO

Would reverse Medicaid cuts, restore and expand ACA tax credits,
add a public option and set a minimum wage of at least $15 an
hour.
[1] Dembo campaign: health care
[2] Dembo campaign: Rebuild the American Dream
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://zachdembo.com/priority/stop-endless-wars-in-the-middle-east/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/17RS/hb1/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/17RS/hb1/vote_history.pdf
https://zachdembo.com/priority/commonsense-regulation-for-ai-and-data-centers/
https://zachdembo.com/priority/rebuild-the-american-dream/
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://alvaradoforcongress.com/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb7/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb7/vote_history.pdf
https://zachdembo.com/priority/make-healthcare-affordable-for-everyone/
https://zachdembo.com/priority/rebuild-the-american-dream/


L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

RALPH ALVARADO

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes SB 9 (2019), prohibits abortion after detection of a fetal heartbeat, with
medical-emergency exceptions
Yes HB 148 (2019), prohibits abortion if Roe v. Wade is overturned
Yes HB 3 (2022), abortion regulations including parental consent and abortion-
drug rules; veto override

ZACH DEMBO

Supports a right to abortion in the first trimester, would vote to
codify Roe v. Wade and protect IVF; backs universal pre-K and an
expanded child tax credit.
[1] Dembo campaign: women’s health care

T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

RALPH ALVARADO

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HB 269 (2022), bars execution of people with a serious mental illness
diagnosis

ZACH DEMBO

No public position found.

I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

RALPH ALVARADO

At his campaign launch pledged to “stop the invasion at our
southern border once and for all” and align with the “America
First” agenda.
[1] Spectrum News: Alvarado launches congressional bid

RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes SB 1 (2020), prohibits sanctuary policies and requires agencies to support
federal immigration enforcement

ZACH DEMBO

Supports enforcement against violent criminals and a secure border,
but says ICE needs body cameras, unmasked agents and better
training; backs a path to citizenship for long-term workers.
[1] Dembo campaign: immigration reform

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

RALPH ALVARADO

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes HB 563 (2021), an act relating to school choice — vote to override the
governor’s veto

ZACH DEMBO

No public position found.

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

RALPH ALVARADO

No campaign statement found. See voting record below.
RECORD IN OFFICE
Yes SB 100 (2019), lets regulators reset rooftop-solar net-metering
compensation rates

ZACH DEMBO

Wants local input and environmental accountability in data center
siting so Big Tech cannot pass energy costs or pollution onto
communities.
[1] Dembo campaign: AI and data centers

Full guide and every race in Kentucky: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/kentucky/ · Take the Pope Leo voter pledge: standwithpopeleo.com/vote/
This guide does not endorse any candidate or party. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Positions are summarized from candidates’ own
statements, votes, and campaign materials, with sources linked. Published by Letters from Leo. Spot an error? Email cjh@christopherhale.com.
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb9/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb9/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/hb148/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb3/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb3/vote_history.pdf
https://zachdembo.com/priority/let-women-make-their-own-healthcare-decisions-and-support-families/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb269/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22RS/hb269/vote_history.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://spectrumnews1.com/ky/louisville/news/2025/07/17/ralph-alvarado-congressional-bid
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20RS/sb1/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20RS/sb1/vote_history.pdf
https://zachdembo.com/priority/commonsense-immigration-reform/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/21RS/hb563/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/21RS/hb563/vote_history.pdf
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb100/vote_history.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/19RS/sb100/vote_history.pdf
https://zachdembo.com/priority/commonsense-regulation-for-ai-and-data-centers/

