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Governor
Open seat (Kim Reynolds not running). Rated Lean Democratic (flip) by Cook Political Report; Sand led every listed
September–October poll.

Zach Lahn
REPUBLICAN ·  OPEN SEAT

Farmer and businessman; won the June 2026 GOP primary over
Rep. Randy Feenstra.

Rob Sand
DEMOCRAT ·  OPEN SEAT

Iowa state auditor since 2019; former assistant attorney general who
prosecuted the Hot Lotto fraud.

Where the candidates stand on the issues Pope Leo XIV has raised, in their own words and votes. Bracketed numbers link to sources. We do
not rate, score, or endorse candidates.

WA R  &  P E A C E

P O P E  L E O  X I V Leo invited citizens of every country involved in the war with Iran to contact their leaders and members of Congress “to
work for peace and to reject war and violence.” Remarks at Castel Gandolfo, Apr. 7, 2026 (Vatican News via The Good Newsroom)

ZACH LAHN

No public position found.
ROB SAND

No public position found.

A I  &  T H E  D I G N I T Y  O F  W O R K

P O P E  L E O  X I V “No one can be reduced to productivity, to cognitive performance, or to mere data.” Magnifica Humanitas presentation, May 25,

2026

ZACH LAHN

Proposes “increasing taxes on data centers to directly reduce
property taxes on Iowans” and protecting farmers’ right to repair.
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

Would end data-center tax breaks, require them to cover all their
utility costs, and have new data centers built by Iowa union
workers; would ban landlords’ use of AI rent-pricing algorithms.
[1] Sand: Hold Data Centers Accountable
[2] Sand: Making Life More Affordable

T H E  P O O R  &  T H E  S A F E T Y  N E T

P O P E  L E O  X I V The preferential choice for the poor is “a source of extraordinary renewal both for the Church and for society.” Dilexi Te, Oct.

4, 2025

ZACH LAHN

Proposes lowering property taxes, raising taxes on out-of-state
institutional investors, and banning Wall Street hedge funds from
buying single-family homes. No public position found on
Medicaid.
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

Would end Iowa’s privatized Medicaid system starting on day one,
raise the minimum wage to $12 an hour, and criticizes the 2025
federal law’s Medicaid changes as threatening rural hospitals.
[1] Sand: Making Life More Affordable
[2] Sand: Opportunities for All

L I F E  O F  T H E  U N B O R N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Abortion “cuts short a growing life and refuses to welcome the gift of life.” Address to the Diplomatic Corps, Jan. 9, 2026

ZACH LAHN

Campaign pledges to “protect life before birth and work to improve
the health of Iowa families after birth.”
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

No public position found.
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https://thegoodnewsroom.org/?p=23938
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/05/25/260525g.html
https://zachlahn.com/issues/
https://robsand.com/issues/data-centers
https://robsand.com/issues/making-life-more-affordable
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2025/dilexi_te_esortazione_apostolica_di_papa_leone_xiv_sull_amore_verso_i_poveri.html
https://zachlahn.com/issues/
https://robsand.com/issues/making-life-more-affordable
https://robsand.com/issues/opportunities-for-all
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://zachlahn.com/issues/


T H E  D E AT H  P E N A LT Y

P O P E  L E O  X I V Someone who opposes abortion but favors the death penalty “is not really pro-life.” AP via PBS NewsHour, Sept. 30, 2025

ZACH LAHN

No public position found.
ROB SAND

No public position found.

I M M I G R A N T S  &  R E F U G E E S

P O P E  L E O  X I V “Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

ZACH LAHN

Pledges to “end state benefits for illegal immigrants” and to put
Iowans first for state-government and university jobs.
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

No public position found.

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V Religious freedom is “the right of every person to worship according to conscience.” Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the United

States, June 25, 2026

ZACH LAHN

Supports “school choice, homeschooling, and education savings
accounts.”
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

Calls Iowa’s private-school voucher program an invitation to
“waste, fraud, and abuse” and would require annual audits; supports
universal pre-K and school meals for every public school student.
[1] Sand: Accountability for All
[2] Sand: Making Life More Affordable

C A R E  F O R  C R E AT I O N

P O P E  L E O  X I V “We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures.” AP, Oct. 1, 2025

ZACH LAHN

Proposes funding the IWiLL water-and-land program, expanding
water monitoring and conservation incentives, independent testing
of agricultural chemicals, and “ending eminent domain for private
corporate gain.”
[1] Lahn campaign issues page

ROB SAND

Proposes more water-quality monitoring, a “dirty water” alert
system, wetlands expansion and conservation tax credits, and
maintaining incentives for renewable energy.
[1] Sand: A Healthier Iowa for All
[2] Sand: Making Life More Affordable
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Iowa · Governor · standwithpopeleo.com/vote 2 of 2

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/someone-against-abortion-but-in-favor-of-death-penalty-is-not-really-pro-life-pope-leo-says
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://zachlahn.com/issues/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-anniversario-usa.html
https://zachlahn.com/issues/
https://robsand.com/issues/accountability-for-all
https://robsand.com/issues/making-life-more-affordable
https://abc7.com/post/pope-leo-xiv-takes-aim-climate-skeptics-he-embraces-predecessor-francis-environmental-legacy/17923872/
https://zachlahn.com/issues/
https://robsand.com/issues/healthier-iowa
https://robsand.com/issues/making-life-more-affordable

